trying to set themselves apart as diff erent. Th is is indeed what we see with Turkish returnees from Germany, who do not only set themselves apart, but are looking at themselves and setting their behaviour up as exemplary. Susan Rottmann places the topic within the fi eld of ethics, while we can propose an additional angle of seeing them as an emergent ethnic group. She uses the Foucaultian term 'technologies of self ' to demonstrate how they diff erentiate themselves through behaviour, particularly with regard to housing, and a few concepts become topical as a result: modernity, order and individualism. Th ese confi rm the way Turkey had defi ned itself historically, but dichotomies exist between notions of tradition, homeliness, closeness, hospitality on the one hand and individualism, coldness and orderliness on the other.
In this issue, then, we see not only regional politics, which is defi nitely reminiscent of African ethnic frontiers or ethnic wars, violence and bloodshed, but also the making of ethnic groups, going through some examples of longstanding ways of diff erentiating human alignment using language, kinship and enculturation through belonging to an area of a city. So questions of adhesion and belonging, setting oneself up as diff erent from the others, are all too human, making us refl ect on ways of heading towards peace with such a comprehension of human thought and behaviour. Th e other side of the coin would be manipulation of such human capacities to create war and enmity. So here the question of ethics is posed for participants, those who are involved in politics and decision-making, and scholars who study such phenomena and can clarify human experience and expression towards accommodation of more tolerance. Middle Eastern cultures, old as they are, have been living together, maintaining distance or mixing with each other for centuries. Anthropology can be instrumental in showing the mechanisms these old cultures have been using, whereas the abuse of its knowledge would do great disservice to humanity in the region.
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